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Peer on Peer abuse 

Includes:

• Bullying 

including cyber 

bullying

• Physical abuse 

• Sexual violence 

and sexual 

harassment

• Sexting 

• Initiation 

ceremonies 

Areas to discuss:

▪ How risk of peer on peer abuse can be 

minimised 

▪ How allegations are recorded and dealt 

with in this school 

▪ How victims and perpetrators are 

supported 

▪ That this abuse should not be classed as 

“banter”

▪ That all peer-on-peer abuse will be taken 

seriously and

▪ Different types of peer-on-peer abuse 

can take place



Peer on Peer abuse 

We should all be aware of the importance of:

▪ making clear that sexual violence and sexual 

harassment is not acceptable, will never be tolerated 

and is not an inevitable part of growing up;

▪ not tolerating or dismissing sexual violence or sexual 

harassment as “banter”, “part of growing up”, “just 

having a laugh” or “boys being boys”; 

and

▪ challenging behaviours (potentially criminal in nature), 

such as grabbing bottoms, breasts and genitalia, 

flicking bras and lifting up skirts. Dismissing or 

tolerating such behaviours risks normalising them.



Sexual violence and sexual harassment

Sexual violence

Children can, and sometimes do, 

abuse their peers in this way. :

Rape: A person commits an offence 

of rape if he intentionally penetrates 

the vagina, anus or mouth of another 

person (B) with his penis and B does 

not consent to the penetration.

Assault by Penetration: A person 

commits an offence if:s/he 

intentionally penetrates the vagina or 

anus of another person with a part of 

her/his body or anything else, the 

penetration is sexual, B does not 

consent to the penetration.

Sexual Assault: A person commits an 

offence of sexual assault if s/he 

intentionally touches another person; 

the touching is sexual & B does not 

consent to the touching.

Sexual harassment

Sexual harassment can include:

▪ sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making 

lewd comments, making sexual remarks about clothes 

and appearance and calling someone sexualised names;

▪ sexual “jokes” or taunting;

▪ physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against 

someone, interfering with someone’s clothes and 

displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual 

nature;

▪ online sexual harassment. This may include:

▪ non-consensual sharing of sexual images and 

videos;

▪ sexualised online bullying;

▪ unwanted sexual comments and messages, 

including, on social media; and

▪ sexual exploitation; coercion and threats
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